THE   FAITH   OF   LEWIS   MUMFORD

Politics is serious. It is characteristic of many of our intellectuals,
including Lewis Mumford, that they have never learned this truism.
Any programme for war or for social reform which does not carry the
means of implementation is frivolous. And Mumford has never been
concerned with this particular feature of social reform. We have
seen where he has been led as a consequence.

The French Jacobin, Saint-Just, wrote on the eve of Ther-
midor: "It is only those who are in battles who win them, and it is
only those who are powerful who profit by them/' Because the
intellectuals of 1917 and 1918 never learned this lesson, they woke
up with an intense after-war headache. In such a condition they
denounced the war they had previously pronounced a holy crusade.
Lewis Mumford reversed the process. He denounced the Second
World War in advance, and then after the "peace" ended he woke
up with a headache. He wished we would all experience his head-
ache. He told us that unless we did, civilization was doomed. Events
of the war have tested Mr. Mumford. In 1940 I said that there are
many answers to Mr. Mumford. I cited one. Before the First
World War, Rosa Luxembourg said: "Democracy acquires greater
chances of survival as the socialist movement becomes sufficiently
strong to struggle against the reactionary consequences of world
politics and the bourgeois desertion of democracy. He who would
strengthen democracy should want to strengthen socialism and not
weaken the socialist movement. He who renounces the struggle for
socialism renounces both the labour movement and democracy."
flThe present war has confirmed this.

1940
(Revised, 1945)
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